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LANCASTER COUNTY, Pa. - Students of fine
metalworking at Hempfield High School are
learning something old is sometimes better than
something new.

Nathan Boring, a student art teacher at Hempfield,
has begun participating a project called Radical
Jewelry Makeover. In it, metal students discover
recycled jewelry is good for the environment.

A national organization called Ethical Metalsmiths
created Radical Jewelry Makeover as an
opportunity for communities to generate unique
merchandise by recycling and producing makeover
jewelry.

Boring said he brought the program to Hempfield
because he believes artists should be resourceful.

"It's important to make a contribution," Boring
said. "I believe in the one-starfish theory: Change
starts with one individual."

Since the project began a month ago, Boring said,
donations have been pouring in from the
community. "We're getting precious stones, gold
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community. "We're getting precious stones, gold
and everything in between," Boring said.

Companies that mine metals and minerals
produce many toxins. Eighty percent of all the
gold that is mined is used to produce jewelry. On
average, 20 tons of waste rock is generated for
every gold ring, according to the Environmental
Protection Agency.

Along with Hempfield's students, metal students
from Millersville University and Franklin & Marshall
College are participating in Radical Jewelry
Makeover.

Hempfield senior fine metal students selected a
few unique pieces to work with. Emily Laufer
chose a bulldozer and leaf charm and a key to
fashion a necklace.

Laufer said she thinks the project is a way to
spark an artist's imagination and, at the same
time, be conscientious.

"Gold pollutes the environment," Laufer said. "By
using recycled jewelry to create new pieces, I'm
helping to cut down on pollution."

Raquel Metzler is making a pendant out of several
pieces of jewelry that are dull and faded. "I think
this is great because it makes me think of what all
I can do with these old things," Metzler said.

Amanda Hart said said she also will make a
pendant, but out of an old necklace, bracelet and
some white beads. Hart said she prefers to work
with worn items anyway.

"I usually work with found objects," Hart said. "I
like to make old things into something new."

Whitney Pipkin said the project is teaching her
that recycled materials are just as good as new
ones.

"Sometimes I think they are even better," Pipkin
said.

Boring, 32, who graduated with a bachelor's of
fine arts degree from Millersville in 2002, is
working on his teaching certificate.

He said the goal of Radical Jewelry Makeover is to
teach students workmanship and responsibility.

"By learning how to recycle jewelry they are being
contributing citizens and learning about the mining
industry," Boring said.

Boring's supervisor, Hempfield art teacher Amy
Edwards, said she has learned a great deal
through Radical Jewelry Makeover.

"I think it's incredible," Edwards said. "Nate
opened my eyes to this issue. It has raised my
level of awareness to be more mindful about the
materials we use."

Nov. 2, recycled jewelry will go on exhibit at The
Candy Factory Gallery in the Keppel Building, 323
N. Queen St. The exhibit will run from 5 to 9 p.m.
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Nov. 2 and from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Nov. 3.

The Millersville University Jewelry and Metal Arts
Guild is sponsoring the event and will donate 70
percent of all proceeds to Ethical Metalsmiths to
continue its programs.

Donations of unwanted jewelry can be made until
Monday at Millersville's Club Deville at the Student
Memorial Center, Franklin & Marshall College's
International House and McCaskey High School.

E-mail: mpennino@lnpnews.com
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